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Out of the school and into the lab - Fraunhofer IZM  
extends cooperation with STEM-friendly high school 
 
What do I do after school? The choice for high school graduates today is no 
longer easy. All paths are open. And everyone wants them to be a part of their 
institution. But what if their interest is piqued beforehand? With various elec-
tive courses, individual career events and more, Fraunhofer IZM and the Ga-
briele-von-Bülow-Gymnasium want to intensify the already close cooperation 
between school and research institute even more. 
 

Today, school must be more than just a place where lessons are taught. That's why the 

teachers at Gabriele von Bülow Gymnasium in Berlin-Reinickendorf start early with ca-

reer-oriented measures – especially in the area of media and technical education. To 

this end, the principal, the head of the science department and a physics teacher visited 

Fraunhofer IZM last week. The goal of the joint appointment with the institute's man-

agement and the technical trainers was not only to extend the existing cooperation 

agreement, but also to expand on the possibilities that are offered to students at the 

moment. 

 

The head of the institute, Prof. Martin Schneider-Ramelow, agreed directly to an elec-

tive course on his field, materials science, and made his interest in the young scientists 

clear: "I have been teaching at the Technical University of Berlin for many years and of-

ten realize that we need to awaken interest in applied research much earlier. Hence, I 

make time for the next generation of scientists, as their growth is a personal matter of 

the heart for me." The principal took the head of the institute at his word and ap-

proached him directly for another media offer of the Gabriele von Bülow Gymnasium: 

the in-house podcast of the students. 

 

The school's collaboration with the research institute has been bearing fruit for over six 

years. In addition to Girls’ Day and internships, individual students have returned to the 

institute – like a former student of the Gabriele von Bülow High School who is currently 

completing his training at Fraunhofer IZM. 

 

In addition, the collaboration is to be intensified with an extension of another five 

years. Part of that extension is an offer that has individual researchers come to the high 

school to give courses on applied research in the field of microelectronics in elective 

subjects for interested students. Furthermore, taster days and laboratory visits are to be 

provided for career orientation at Fraunhofer IZM. In addition, both institutions want to 

intensify the mutual media coverage and thus address new target groups. 
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After signing the contract in our substrate line and in the clean room, the participants 

went on a joint tour of the laboratory, where they agreed that this is what the promo-

tion of young talent should look like. And that Fraunhofer IZM can provide enough 

workplaces for students and trainees in the future. All participants are positive about 

the plans that have been set and hope to reach even more STEM-enthusiastic students. 

 

For more information on our career opportunities, please visit: https://www.izm.fraun-
hofer.de/en/career.html  
 

 

 
 
The director of the institute, Prof. Martin Schneider-Ramelow, and the principal 
of the school, Heike Briesemeister, sign the cooperation agreement and look 
forward to the joint projects in the interest of the students. © Fraunhofer IZM l 
Graphic in print quality: www.izm.fraunhofer.de/pics 
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After the successful signing of the contract, the head of the school, the head of 
the department Christina Mix and the physics teacher Michael Bierwirth are 
guided through some of our laboratories by our trainer in microtechnology 
Sven Schmidt. © Fraunhofer IZM l Graphic in print quality: www.izm.fraun-
hofer.de/pics 
 
 
 

The Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft, headquartered Germany, is the world’s leading applied research organization. 

With its focus on developing key technologies that are vital for the future and enabling the commercial 

exploitation of this work by business and industry, Fraunhofer plays a central now and in the future. Founded 

in 1949, the Fraunhofer-Gesellschaft currently operates 75 institutes and research institutions throughout 

Germany. The majority of the organization’s 30,000 employees are qualified scientists and engineers, who 

work with an annual research budget of 2.9 billion euros. Of this sum, 2.5 billion euros are generated through 

contract research. 

 

Fraunhofer IZM: Invisible - but indispensable: nothing works without highly integrated microelectronics and 

microsystems technology. The basis for their integration into products is the availability of reliable and costeffective 

packaging and interconnection technologies. Fraunhofer IZM, a world leader in the development 

and reliability assessment of electronic packaging technologies, provides its customers with customized system 

integration technologies at wafer, chip and board level. Research at Fraunhofer IZM also means making 

electronics more reliable and providing its customers with reliable information on the durability of the electronics. 
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